
Black Veteranality Theoretical Framework: Advancing Veteran Studies Through Intersectionality 

Advancing Understanding Through New Methodological Approaches 

Black veteranality advances our understanding of veteran experiences and strengthens veterans' studies 
through several innovative methodological approaches: 

Intersectional Analysis: The framework utilizes intersectionality to examine how race and veteran 
status intersect to create unique lived experiences that cannot be fully understood through 
single-axis analyses. This approach reveals how Black veterans navigate dual identities, 
expanding our theoretical understanding beyond monolithic veteran narratives. 

Interdisciplinary Synthesis: By synthesizing W.E.B. DuBois' foundational concept of 
"double-consciousness" with Veteran Critical Theory's structural analysis, Black veteranality 
creates a powerful analytical tool that bridges African American studies, military sociology, and 
critical theory. This cross-disciplinary approach enables a more comprehensive examination of 
how institutional power dynamics influence the experiences of Black military service members. 

Critical Ethnography: The framework employs critical ethnographic methods to document lived 
experiences while interrogating power systems, providing rich descriptive data and structural 
analysis. This methodological approach centers on veteran voices while simultaneously 
examining broader societal contexts. 

 Narrative Interviews: By capturing personal testimonies through narrative interviews, the 
framework preserves individual voices while identifying collective patterns of experience, 
creating a more textured understanding of Black veteran identity formation. 

Addressing Gaps in Current Research 

The development of Black veteranality addresses several critical gaps in veterans' studies research: 

Limited Analysis of Race in Veteranality: While Emma Murray (2016) introduced the concept of 
veteranality and Charles Warner (2022) expanded it, both primarily focused on criminality, 
violence, and returning combat veterans. They "fall short of analyzing the unique experiences of 
Black veterans and the relationship between racial trauma from moral injury with veteran identity. 
" Black veteranality fills this theoretical void. 

Theoretical Foundation: The framework builds upon DuBois' concept of "double 
consciousness"—the psychological duality Black Americans experience when negotiating 
racialized identity formations—and applies it specifically to military service contexts. This 
theoretical foundation helps explain the complex psychological navigation required of Black 
veterans who simultaneously embody patriotic ideals while confronting systemic racism. 

Methodological Innovation: Through critical ethnography and narrative interviews, Black 
veteranality documents how Black service members navigate what critical race scholars term the 
"White gaze"—a hegemonic social mechanism that perpetuates exclusion through perpetual 
scrutiny of Black veterans' cultural authenticity and national belonging. 

Integration of Critical Race Theory: The framework synthesizes veteran critical theory and 
critical race theory to analyze systemic inequities within military and veteran culture, creating a 
more robust analytical tool than either theory alone could provide.  

 

 



Challenging Existing Paradigms 

Black veteranality offers nuanced insights into veterans' lived experiences across different contexts by: 

Deconstructing Monolithic Patriotism: The framework challenges conventional narratives of 
patriotism in America by revealing how institutional practices within the armed services 
perpetuate racial disparities despite meritocratic ideals. This analysis reveals contradictions in the 
national mythology surrounding military service as an equalizing institution. 

Fluid Identity Construction: Rather than viewing veteran identity as fixed, Black veteranality 
conceptualizes it as a fluid construct shaped by race, gender, and societal perceptions of service. 
This dynamic understanding allows for examination of how identity shifts across contexts and 
over time. 

Institutional Critique: The framework examines how Black troops remain over-represented in 
service-oriented roles, have a diminutive presence in the officer corps, and face stark racial 
disparities in veterans' benefits, homelessness, joblessness, and public health. By connecting 
individual experiences to institutional patterns, it reveals structural inequities that persist across 
generations. 

Interdisciplinary Integration: Black veteranality draws from critical race theory's analysis of 
racialized systems, military sociology's understanding of institutional cultures, and African 
American studies' examination of historical patterns of discrimination to create a more 
comprehensive analytical framework. 

Veterans as Co-Creators of Knowledge 

The Black veteranality framework engages veterans as co-creators of knowledge rather than mere subjects 
through several key approaches: 

Privileging Veteran Narratives: By centering Black veterans' lived experiences and perspectives, 
the framework treats veterans as experts on their own experiences rather than objects of study. 
This approach addresses power imbalances in traditional research paradigms. 

Trust Building: Engaging veterans throughout the research process builds trust by aligning 
research with participants' own experiences as veterans. This collaborative approach helps 
overcome veterans' documented lack of trust in research and healthcare systems. 

Enhanced Data Quality: When veterans contribute to study design, feasibility, and data collection, 
they improve research instruments, interview guides, and recruitment methods, resulting in more 
authentic and nuanced findings. Their insider knowledge can identify flawed assumptions that 
academic researchers might miss. 

Community Accountability: The framework ensures that research benefits extend to the 
communities being studied by involving veterans in the dissemination and translation of research 
findings. This approach creates a more ethical research process that addresses community needs. 

Beyond Trauma: Rethinking Veteran Identity 

Black veteranality enables a more comprehensive understanding of veteran identity beyond 
service-related trauma by: 

Life-Course Perspective: The framework examines the entirety of the Black 
servicemember/veteran experience rather than focusing solely on the homecoming experience, 
recognizing that in-service experiences naturally influence how Black veterans navigate their 
return to civilian life. 



Narrative Coherence: Findings suggest "a necessity for coherence in Black Post-9/11 veterans' 
life narratives—integrating servicemember and veteran experiences into a singular, rather than 
disconnected, narrative—to more holistically understand their experience". 

Social Construction Analysis: Black veteranality analyzes veteranality as a dynamic social 
construction that can be examined through a critical lens, moving beyond essentialist 
understandings of veteran identity to explore how such identities are produced and maintained. 

Psychological Complexity: By documenting the psychological duality Black Americans 
experience when negotiating racialized identity formations in military contexts, the framework 
provides a more nuanced understanding of the intrapsychic processes involved in veteran identity 
formation. 

The Black veteranality framework represents a significant advancement in veteran studies, offering a 
robust theoretical foundation for understanding the complex intersections of race, military service, and 
American identity. Centering on marginalized veterans' lived experiences and examining structural 
inequities creates space for more nuanced and comprehensive approaches to veteran research and policy. 

 


